
1

Transportation Issues and Concerns for 

Evacuation in Rural Coastal Counties

of the Northern Gulf of Mexico

Zhirui Ye

Jaydeep Chaudhari

Janelle Booth

Benedict Posadas

CNREP Conference

New Orleans, LA

May 26-28, 2010



2

Outline

ÅBackground

ÅObjective of study

ÅMethodology and results

ÅConclusions



3

Background
ÅRural roads comprise 80% of national road 

miles (3.1 million rural road miles)

Å90% of rural roads are two lanes or less

ÅRural populations are more automobile 

dependent than urban populations

ÅNearly 40% of the countryôs transit-

dependent population live in rural areas (FHWA)

ÅStudies found a lack of coordination between 

urban and rural evacuation planning efforts
(Meit, M., Briggs, T., & Kennedy, A. (2008))
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Objective and Study Area

ÅEvaluate the use of rural transportation 

infrastructure in evacuations operations

ÅStudy area: Northern Gulf Region (NGR)

ïPredominantly rural communities

ï24 counties and 4 parishes

ï75% of population live in rural or suburban 

settings
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